




Exodus - overview

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

Ch’s 1 – 15.21 Ch’s 15.22 – 24 Ch’s 25 – 40

Escape from 
oppression

Desert journey; 
Sinai; Covenant

Tabernacle; 
idolatry; Covenant 

renewed

‘It’s not the end; 
it’s not even the 
beginning of the end; 
but it’s the end of the 
beginning.’



‘Rite of passage’

Separation
- leaving the old

Incorporation
- into the new

‘Liminality’
- neither one 
nor the other

• Arnold van Gennep

• ‘Les Rites de Passage’ 
1908



Exodus part 2

Part 1 Part 2 Part 3

Ch’s 1 – 15.21 Ch’s 15.22 – 24 Ch’s 25 – 40

Escape from 
oppression

Desert journey; 
Sinai; Covenant

Tabernacle; 
idolatry; Covenant 

renewed

Separation
- leaving the old

Incorporation
- into the new

‘Liminality’
- neither one 
nor the other



16.4 - Then the Lord said to Moses, ‘I 
am going to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and each day the people shall go 
out and gather enough for that day. In 
that way I will test them, whether they 
will follow my instruction or not.’

Wilderness – a place of testing



Manna - three areas of testing

1. Gather it each day – don’t try to 
keep it.

2. Gather twice as much on Friday, 
ready for Sabbath.

3. Don’t gather any on Sabbath.



The Israelites did so, some gathering more, some 
less. But when they measured it with an omer, 
those who gathered much had nothing over, and 
those who gathered little had no shortage; they 
gathered as much as each of them needed.

verses 
17-18

And Moses said to them, ‘Let no one leave any of 
it over until morning.’ But they did not listen to 
Moses; some left part of it until morning, and it 
bred worms and became foul. And Moses was 
angry with them.

verses 
19-20

Morning by morning they gathered it, as much 
as each needed; but when the sun grew hot, it 
melted.

verse 
21



On the sixth day they gathered twice as much 
food, two omers apiece.

verse 
22

On the seventh day some of the people went out 
to gather, and they found none. The Lord said to 
Moses, ‘How long will you refuse to keep my 
commandments and instructions? See! The Lord 
has given you the sabbath, therefore on the sixth 
day he gives you food for two days; each of you 
stay where you are; do not leave your place on 
the seventh day.’ So the people rested on the 
seventh day.

verses 
23-26

verses 
27-30

[…]



Two challenges of the wilderness

The survival
problem

How to live at all

The functional 
problem

How to live together

Identity Internal 
dynamics

External 
threats

Corporate testing


