




The Struggle with Evangelism:

• Fear

‘Whoever acknowledges me before others, I 
will also acknowledge before my Father in 
heaven. But whoever disowns me before 
others, I will disown before my Father in 
heaven.’
Matthew 10:32-33

• Inadequacy



‘This must often have been not formal
preaching, but the informal chattering to
friends and chance acquaintances, in
homes and wine shops, on walks, and
around market stalls. They were
everywhere gossiping the gospel; they
did it naturally, enthusiastically, and with
the conviction of those not paid to say
that sort of thing. Consequently, they
were taken seriously, and the
movement spread.’

Michael Green



The Messengers of the Good News
Romans 1: 7-15



‘First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you,
because your faith is being
reported all over the world.’
Romans 1: 8



The Messengers of the Good News

1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News



‘But Saul began to destroy the church.
Going from house to house, he dragged
off both men and women and put them
in prison. Those who had been
scattered preached the word wherever
they went. Philip went down to a city in
Samaria and proclaimed the Messiah
there.’
Acts 8: 3-5



‘Christianity did not spread by magic. Christians
summoned proud pagans to face torture and
death out of loyalty to a Jewish villager, who
had been executed by Rome. Christianity
advocated a love which cut across racial
boundaries. It sternly forbid sexual immorality,
the exposure of children, and a great many
other things that the pagan world took for
granted. Choosing to become a Christian was
not an easy or natural thing for the average
person in the first few centuries of
the Christian era.’
N. T. Wright



‘To all in Rome who are loved by God
and called to be his holy people:
Grace and peace to you from God
our Father and from the Lord Jesus
Christ.’
Romans 1: 7



• The Difference God’s Love Makes

‘…And I pray that you, being rooted and
established in love, may have power,
together with all the Lord’s holy people, to
grasp how wide and long and high and deep
is the love of Christ, and to know this love
that surpasses knowledge—that you may be
filled to the measure of all the
fullness of God.’

Ephesians 3: 17-19



• The Difference God’s Love Makes
• The Difference Our Lives Make

‘To all in Rome who are loved by God and
called to be his holy people: Grace and peace
to you from God our Father and from the Lord
Jesus Christ.’
Romans 1: 7





The Messengers of the Good News
1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News

2. The Call to be Messengers of the Good News

• The Call to Gratitude



‘First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of
you, because your faith is being reported all over the
world.’ Romans 1:8

‘I thank God for you because of his grace given you
in Christ Jesus.’ 1 Corinthians 1: 4
‘…always giving thanks to God the Father for
everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.’
Ephesians 5:20
‘I thank my God every time I remember you.’
Philippians 1: 3
‘We always thank God, the Father of
our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for
you,’ Colossians 1:3



‘First, I thank my God through
Jesus Christ for all of you,
because your faith is being
reported all over the world.’
Romans 1:8



The Messengers of the Good News
1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News

2. The Call to be Messengers of the Good News

• The Call to Gratitude

• The Call to Servanthood



‘God, whom I serve in my spirit in 
preaching the gospel of his Son, is 
my witness how constantly I 
remember you’
Romans 1:9



‘…if you continue in your faith, established
and firm, and do not move from the hope held
out in the gospel. This is the gospel that you
heard and that has been proclaimed to every
creature under heaven, and of which I, Paul,
have become a servant. Now I rejoice in what
I am suffering for you, and I fill up in my flesh
what is still lacking in regard to Christ’s
afflictions, for the sake of his body, which is
the church. I have become its servant by the
commission God gave me to present to
you the word of God in its fullness—’
Colossians 1: 23b-25



‘Then James and John, the sons of 
Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” 
they said, “we want you to do for 
us whatever we ask.”  “What do 
you want me to do for you?” he 
asked. They replied, “Let one of 
us sit at your right and the other 
at your left in your glory.”’
Mark 10: 35-37



‘Here is a trustworthy saying:
Whoever aspires to be an
overseer desires a noble task.’
1 Timothy 3: 1

‘Do nothing out of selfish
ambition or vain conceit. Rather,
in humility value others above
yourselves,’
Philippians 2: 3



The Messengers of the Good News
1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News

2. The Call to be Messengers of the Good News

• The Call to Gratitude

• The Call to Servanthood

• The Call to Prayer



‘God, whom I serve in my spirit
in preaching the gospel of his
Son, is my witness how
constantly I remember you in
my prayers at all times; and I
pray that now at last by God’s
will the way may be opened for
me to come to you.’
Romans 1: 9-10



The Messengers of the Good News
1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News

2. The Call to be Messengers of the Good News

• The Call to Gratitude

• The Call to Servanthood

• The Call to Prayer

• The Call to Impartation



‘I long to see you so that I may
impart to you some spiritual
gift to make you strong— that
is, that you and I may be
mutually encouraged by each
other’s faith.’
Romans 1: 11-12



‘Therefore let us move beyond the
elementary teachings about Christ
and be taken forward to maturity,
not laying again the foundation of
repentance from acts that lead to
death, and of faith in God,
instruction about cleansing rites,
the laying on of hands, the
resurrection of the dead, and
eternal judgment.’
Hebrews 6: 1-12



The Messengers of the Good News
1. Every Christian is a Messenger of the Good News

2. The Call to be Messengers of the Good News

• The Call to Gratitude

• The Call to Servanthood

• The Call to Prayer

• The Call to Impartation

• The Call to Indebtedness



‘I am a debtor both to Greeks
and non-Greeks, both to the
wise and the foolish. That is
why I am so eager to preach
the gospel also to you who are
in Rome.’
Romans 1: 14-15



‘There are two possible ways of getting
into debt. The first is to borrow money
from someone; the second is to be given
money for someone by a third party. For
example, if I were to borrow a thousand
pounds from you, I would be in your debt
until I paid it back. Equally, if a friend of
yours was to hand me a thousand pounds
to give to you, I would be in your debt
until I handed it over…..



…In the former case I would have got
myself into debt by borrowing; in the
latter it is your friend who has put me in
your debt by entrusting me with a
thousand pounds for you.
It is in the second sense that Paul is in

debt. He has not borrowed anything from
the Romans which he must repay. But
Jesus Christ has entrusted him with
the gospel for them.’
John Stott



The Messengers of the Good News




