


How do we make sense of where 
God is and who He is in the face 
of unrelenting and unimaginable 

suffering?



God is not absent





God is not absent

Psalm 10:1

O lord, why do you stand so far away? Why do 
you hide when I need you the most?



God is not absent

Psalm 34:18 

The lord is close to the broken-hearted 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit



God is not changed



God is not changed

‘The paradox then should not be missed. God comes 
both as a gracious, personal God and as an infinite, 

overwhelming force - at the very same time’



God is not changed

‘…it is written’



God is not idle

God cares just as much (if not more!) 
about your character as he does about 

your circumstance



God is not idle

Romans 5:3-5

We can rejoice too when we run into 
problems and trials – they help us to 

learn to endure. And endurance develops 
strength of character in us, and character 
strengthens our confident expectation of 
salvation. And this expectation will not 

disappoint us. 



God is not finished
It means," said Aslan, "that though the 
Witch knew the Deep Magic, there is a 

magic deeper still which she did not know. 
Her knowledge goes back only to the 

dawn of time. But if she could have looked 
a little further back, into the stillness and 
the darkness before Time dawned, she 

would have read there a different 
incantation. She would have known that 

when a willing victim who had committed 
no treachery was killed in a traitor's stead, 

the Table would crack and Death itself 
would start working backward."’



God is not idle

God allows evil just enough space so 
that it will defeat itself



God is not finished

Revelation 21:4
He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be 
no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the 

old order of things has passed away.


