


‘The foundation for many Christian lives in 
the UK is not the service of God, the love of 
God, or the glorifying of God. Instead there’s 
a growing danger of adapting Christianity 
into a religion for the service of ourselves.’   



‘The problem with us is, to use a pet analogy, 
that the Bible was written for dogs, but it is 
often read by cats.’









Where is God When Life is Tough?

1. The Problem



‘Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are 
pure in heart.’
Psalm 73:1 



‘Surely God is good to Israel, to those who are 
pure in heart.’
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‘But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I 
had nearly lost my foothold.’
Psalm 73:2 



‘Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and 
have washed my hands in innocence.  All day 
long I have been afflicted, and every morning 
brings new punishments.’
Psalm 73:13-14
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‘Surely in vain I have kept my heart pure and 
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‘When I tried to understand all this, it 
troubled me deeply.’
Psalm 73:16



‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair.’
2 Corinthians 4:8



‘But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; I 
had nearly lost my foothold.’
Psalm 73:2 

‘When my heart was grieved and my spirit 
embittered, I was senseless and ignorant; I 
was a brute beast before you.’
Psalm 73:21-22



‘See to it that no one misses the grace of God 
and that no bitter root grows up to cause 
trouble and defile many.’
Hebrews 12:15
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Where is God When Life is Tough?

1. The Problem

2. The Solution

i) Look to the Sanctuary



‘When I tried to understand all this, it 
troubled me deeply till I entered the 
sanctuary of God; then I understood their 
final destiny.’
Psalm 73:16-17



‘When I tried to understand all this, it 
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‘Blessed are those who are persecuted 
because of righteousness, for theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven. Blessed are you when 
people insult you, persecute you, and falsely 
say all kinds evil against you because of me.  
Rejoice and be glad, because great is your 
reward in heaven, for in the same way they 
persecuted the prophets who lived before 
you.’
Matthew 5:10-12   
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ii) Look to the End



‘..Till I entered the sanctuary of God, then I 
understood their final destiny.  Surely you 
place them on slippery ground; you cast them 
down to ruin.  How suddenly are they 
destroyed, completely swept away by terrors!  
They are like a dream when one awakes; 
when you arise, Lord, you will despise them 
as fantasies.’
Psalm 73:17-20



‘Enter through the narrow gate. For wide is 
the gate and broad is the road that leads to 
destruction, and many enter through it.  But 
small is the gate and narrow the road that 
leads to life, and only a few find it.’
Matthew 7:13-14



Where is God When Life is Tough?
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i) Look to the Sanctuary

ii) Look to the End

iii) Look to the Lord



‘Yet I am always with you; you hold me by my 
right hand. You guide me with your counsel, 
and afterwards you will take me into glory.  
Whom have I in heaven but you?  And earth 
has nothing I desire besides you.  My flesh 
and my heart may fail, but God is the 
strength of my heart and my portion forever.’
Psalm 73:23-25
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