


The

Two Men 
of the 

Good News

Romans 5:12-21



Death 

through

ADAM

Life 

through

JESUS



ADAM

All die

A living being

Dust of the earth

JESUS

All made alive

A life giving spirit

Man from heaven

1 Corinthians 15:45f



We have born the 
likeness of the 
earthly

We will bear the 
likeness of the man 
from heaven

1 Corinthians 15:45f



ADAM
The old humanity

Subject to the fall

Sin

Death

Death came to all

Death reigned

JESUS
The new humanity

Romans 5:12

Representative of Representative of



ADAM
By the trespass of 
one man

Many died

JESUS
The gift

God’s grace

The GIFT that came by 
the grace of the one

Man Jesus Christ 
OVERFLOWS to many

Romans 5:15
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ADAM
Judgement

Followed one sin

Condemnation

JESUS
The gift

Followed many 
trespasses

Justification

(declared in-the-right)

Romans 5:16



Death before Life
R.T. Kendall



Having been 
justified by 
his blood…

…shall we be 
saved from 
God’s wrath
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“Knowing the verdict before the 
case has ever been heard”
Tom Wright



When we were 
enemies we were 
reconciled to him

Through the death 
of his son…

…shall we be saved 
through his life!

Resurrection bodies

New Creation – new 
heaven, new earth
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ADAM
Disobedience

JESUS
Obedience

“Jesus – the embodiment of God’s 
covenant faithfulness and of the faithful 
obedience Israel should have offered 
God”

Romans 5:19



Death reigned 
through that one 
man…

…those who receive 
God’s abundant 
GRACE

REIGN in life
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This Age

Age to Come

Jesus 
first
coming

Jesus 
second
coming

The world to 
come realised 

in principle
(the ‘now’ and 

the ‘not yet’)



GRACE all the more

“Through God’s faithful covenant-
justice, grace reigns to bring the life 
of the age to come into being 
through the Messiah.” Tom Wright

Romans 5:21

Bring it on Lord!




