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2 Chronicles 34 
King Josiah: A heart for God
Desiring God, Believing and Trusting in him.



1) Desiring God
2 Chronicles 34v1-13





2 Chronicles 34v1-3:

‘Josiah was eight years old when he became 
king, and he reigned in Jerusalem thirty-one years. He 
did what was right in the eyes of the LORD and 
followed the ways of his father David, not turning 
aside to the right or to the left. In the eighth year of 
his reign, while he was still young, he began to seek 
the God of his father David. In his twelfth year he 
began to purge Judah and Jerusalem of  
high places, Asherah poles and idols.’



What does it mean to be: 
‘after God’s own heart’?      (1 Sam 13)

Know God’s heart

- Hosea



What does it mean to be: 
‘after God’s own heart’? (1 Sam 13)

Realise God’s role

- Moses
‘There you saw how the Lord 
your God carried you, as a 
father carries his son, all the 
way you went until you 
reached this place.’
Deuteronomy
1v31



What does it mean to be: 
‘after God’s own heart’? (1 Sam 13)

Follow God’s lead

- Josiah





2) Believing and Trusting In God
2 Chronicles 34v14, 19, 27…

‘Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the Law of 
the LORD that had been given through Moses…

When the king heard the words of the Law, he tore his 
robes…

“Because your heart was responsive and you 
humbled yourself before God when you heard what he 
spoke against this place and its people, and because 
you humbled yourself before me and 
tore your robes and wept in my 
presence, I have heard you, declares 
the LORD…”’



‘Then the king called together all the elders of Judah 
and Jerusalem. He went up to the temple of 
the LORD with the people of Judah, the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, the priests and the Levites—all the people 
from the least to the greatest. He read in their hearing 
all the words of the Book of the Covenant, which had 
been found in the temple of the LORD. The king stood 
by his pillar and renewed the covenant                      
in the presence of the LORD—to follow                           
the LORD and keep his commands, 
statutes and decrees with all his heart                          
and all his soul, and to obey the words                            
of the covenant written in this book…’

2) Believing and Trusting In God
2 Chronicles 34v29-31…









Isaiah 61v4:   (Jesus: Luke 4)

‘…They will rebuild the ancient ruins and 
restore the places long devastated;
they will renew the ruined cities that 
have been devastated for 
generations…’
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